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The spirit of the original deities, such as the mace-bearing
god,  etc.,  hovered over and lay inherent in that sacred hill,
and hence it should be regarded as an elevation permeated with
the respective essences of the aforesaid gods.   The hill, preg-
nant with the spirit of the club-wielding god, had  originally
buried under its weight the head of the  demon  Gaya,  but
the divine spirit became patent and  manifest in course of
time,  and the hill is to be looked upon as identical with his
divine  self.   For the preservation  of order and religion in
the world, and for the suppression of evil-, and wrong-, doers,
the birth and deathless Hari had incarnated in the  shape  of
the divine fish, tortoise boar, Nrisinha  (Man Lion), Vamana
(Dwarf), Rama (Parashu Rama), Rama (the son of Dasaratha),
Krishna,  Buddha and Kalki, in the company of his celestial
cohorts,  the Ruddras etc.    In like manner, the club wield-
ing god, who was invisible and disembodied in the beginning,
became patent and took shape at Gaya.   And since he was
worshipped at the outset  (Adi) by such gods, as Bramha,
etc., with offerings of flowers, perfumes, etc., he is called the
original   (Adi) club-wielding deity.   Accordingly the pilgrim
who pays a visit to  his divine image, or worships him just
after his arrival  at Gaya  (Adyam)  with  such offerings as
Arghas,  water for absolving his   feet,   perfumes,   flowers,
lamps, burning sticks   of  incense,   garlands,    sweets   and
edibles, garments, bells, mirrors, chowries, ornaments,  boiled
rice,  obsequious cakes, etc., is blest with all the good things
which wish can name in life, becomes the possessor of un-
told wealth and well-filled granaries, is enabled to live up to
a ripe old age, honoured and revered as a man of knowledge
and wisdom, and becomes the happy progenitor of a prosper-
ous and fruitful race.   Blest in the love of a true and devoted
wife he is privileged to taste of   an advance draught of
heaven,  where he is sure to be glorified after the close of
his mortal career.   From heaven he will reincarnate as the
undisputed monarch cf the whole earth, victorious in wars